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February 27, 2006

Mr. Paul Tubiana
PO Box 21832
Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania 18002-1832

Dear Mr. Tubiana:

Thank vou for contaciing me with your concerns about the distinction between Type [ and Type
1I diabetes and sharing your personal experiences with diabetes. T appreciate hearing from yvou
and having the benetit of your views.

As an original member of the bipartisan Senate Diabetes Caucus, formed to lend a
congressional hand in the fight against this devastafing disease and through my experiences
as an honorary co-chair for the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation (JDF) International
Children’s Congress, I have gained a sincere appreciation for the challenges facing this
patient community. As a father, I have been particularly touched by the advocacy of
juvenile diabetics. I remain committed to improving the lives of people living with diabetes
or at risk for the disease, and I continue to meet regularly with groups and individuals
affected by diabetes to hear first hand how we can win the fight against this disease.

You may be interested to learn that on July 28, 2005, I introduced S. 1543, the Clinical
Research Act of 2005. 1 was proud to introduce this important legislation, which would seek to
improve partnerships between clinical research centers and healthcare providers by establishing
clinical research support grants, demonstration projects, and infrastructure grants through the
National Institutes of Health (NIIT) National Center for Research Resources. It is my hope that
this legislation will help transiate the major breakthroughs in biomedical science made at
the research phase into practical treatments and improvements for patients. The significant
strides made in biomedical research have led to an unprecedented amount of information for
improving health and preventing disease; however, too often this information 1s not disseminated
to patients and healthcare providers as quickly as possible. My legislation would attempt to
remedy this situation by increasing the number of clinical researchers and creating a
clearinghouse whereby critical and lifesaving information could be successfully shared.
Although S. 1543 has been referred to the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Committee, of which T am not a member, please be assured that T will work with my colleagues
to get this important legislation passed and signed into law.

I have been and will continue to be a strong supporter of federal funding for basic, clinical,
and translational research within the NIH. 1 am greatly concerned about the numerous
debilitating diseases that affect millions of Americans each year and cost our country dearly in
the way of human suffering. I believe biomedical research is our strongest tool in the prevention

[ ALLENTOWN [ ALTOONA [J COUDERSPORT U eriE [J HARRISBURG [ PHILADELPHIA (1 PITTSBURGH [ scraNTON
3302 Frorrat Orace Builting RuGENCY SOUAKE 81 Marun HliL Boans 1705 West 26718 STRECT - 555 WaLNuT STREET WIDEHER Bt D 100 WEsT STATION Sauare Drive THE RiTz Buik.nivg
504 WEST HamiToN STREET Sure 202 ColDERSPORT, PA 16915 Exie, PA 16508 TiRsT ook ONE SoUTH PRNN SQUARE [ANDMARKS BLID DING 222 WYOMING AVENUL
ALLENTOWN, PA 18105 Route 220 Norte (814} 454-7114 (814) 454-7114  Hapriseurs, PA 17101 Surie 960 Sure 250 Scranton. PA 18503
610y 770-0142 Avtoona, PA 16601 [717) 231-7540 PriLaner pRIA, PA 19107 PrrseUrcH. PA 15219 (570} 344-8799

{814} 946-7023 {215) 864-6900 412) 562-0533



and treatment of disease. 1recognize the vital role the NIH plays in supporting biomedical
research and development at leading research institutions nationwide—a public/private research
partnership that has allowed the United States to maintain its position as the world leader in
medical technology while improving the quality of life for millions of patients. The National
Institutes of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) is the Institute within the
NIH that conducts and supports nationwide research on diabetes, endocrine disorders, digestive
diseases, and urology and renal diseases.

Throughout my tenure in Congress, I have strongly supported increases in federal funding
for the NIH. Most recently, during the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 budget debate, I voted for an
amendment introduced by Senator Arlen Specter, which would increase funding for the
NIH by $1.5 billion. This amendment passed with my support that same day by a vote of
03 to 37.

As you may be aware, the NIH is funded through the annual Labor, Health and Haman Services,
and Education Appropriations bill. The final version of this legislation provides $29 billion for
the NIH in FY 2006, including $1.7 billion for the NIDDK. On December 14, 2005, the House
passed this measure. On December 21, 2005, the Senate passed H.R. 3010 with my support. On
December 30, 2005, President George W. Bush signed this legislation into law (P.1.. 109 —149).

I am pleased to know of our shared concern about the numerous debilitating diseases that affect

millions of Americans, including Types T and 1T diabetes. If T can be of further assistance with
this or any other matter, piease do not hesitate to call on me in the future.

Sincerely,

Rick Santorum

United States Senate
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