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Dear Mr. Tubiana:

Thank vou for contacting me regarding federal funding for diabetes research. 1 appreciate
hearing from you and having the benefit of your views.

As you may know, diabetes currently affects more than 18 million Americans and is extremely
costly, in terms of both health care dollars and in human suffering. In Pennsylvania, an
estimated 694,000 individuals suffer from some form of diabetes, accounting for nearly 7% of all
Pennsylvanians. I firmly believe the federal government has a strong and active role to play in
helping to combat the devastating effects of diabetes on its population. T am proud to be an
original member of the bipartisan Senate Diabetes Caucus, formed to lend a congressional hand
in the fight against this devastating disease. I have also served as an honorary co-chair for the
Juvenile Diabetes Foundation (JDF) International Children’s Congress.

I believe biomedical research is our strongest tool in the prevention and treatment of diabetes.
As such, I recognize the vital role the National Institutes of Health (NIH) play in supporting
biomedical research and development at leading research institutions nationwide. This
public/private research partnership has allowed the United States to maintain its position as the
world leader in medical technology.

Begun in 1887 as a one-room Laboratory of Hygiene, 27 institutes now constitute the NIH,
which employ over 18,000 scientists, physicians, nurses, and other support personnel. The NIH
conduct both intrarural research projects in on-site laboratories, and also support extramural
projects by making grants and contracts with universities, medical schools, and other research
institutions. The National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) is
the research institute within the NIH charged with conducting and supporting nationwide
research on diabetes, endocrine disorders, digestive diseases, and urology and renal diseases.

I am a strong believer in the potential of basic and clinical research conducted through NITH.
Because research for serious diseases such as diabetes should be enhanced, 1 have long supported
and voted for generous increases in the NIH budget. In 1997, I supported Senator Connie
Mack’s Sense of the Senate amendment, which was successfully adopted to the Fiscal Year (FY)
1998 Budget Resolution. This amendment called for a historic, 5-year effort to double federal
spending on biomedical research through the NIH. You may be pleased to learn that, with my
support, Congress and President Bush recently completed this effort by appropriating $27.1
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Thank you again for contacting me. If' | can be of further assistance with this or any other
matter, please do not hesitate to call on me again.

Sincerely,
Rick Santorum

United States Senate
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